General CON SIDERATIONS relating t/ 
a Bill for Regulating the Abuſes of Pritons 
and pretended Priviledg'd Places ; as far as 


relates is the Prijens. *# op li Jon 697 


NTIL all Men are enabled to pay their Debts, Creditor and 
will be at Variance; (for generally both think themſelves injur'd) 
and as the preſent Circumitances of the Nation are, ( there being 
five times more Debts than there is Ready Money to pay, as 15 
- very preſumptive from the many artempts to ſet up Paper-Credir } 
*'Tis humbly ſubmitted, whether a Law of more Mercy then is now in being, 
or a Law of greater Severy may be thought more proper. 


It is not unfit to be reniembred, that by the Common Law Men's Bodies were 
not liable to be Confin'd for Debt ; atid the Statutes which have ſince made 
'iem ſubje&, are not only more ſevere than the antient Common-Laws, but 
than the Laws in other Counttys, which provide in ſome cales, that the Cre- 

. ditor ſhall Maintain his Debtor in Confinement. 


The Priſons of the Xings Bench and Fleet being the immediate Priſons of the 
Great Courts of Weſbminſler- Hall, Perſons Arreſted in all parts of the Kingdom 
have therefore frequently remov'd their Bodies to thoſe Courts and Prijons, where 
their Cauſes in Law and Equity are finally determinable : And the Statute of 
2.3 Hen. 6. Cap. 10. reſerving Liberty to the Warden of the Fleet ' the Marſhal of 
the Xings Bench being likewiſe adjudged to be within the Equity of the ſame) 
to,take Security for true Impriſonment ; The Courts have thought it an equal 
Advantage both to Debtor and Creditor , that the Priſoners, by Day-Ruies, &c, 
ſhould haye a Qualify'd LIBERTY (in Term-time at leaſt) to ſolicite their 
Law Afﬀairs, and diſpoſe of their Eſtates and Effects to the beſt advantage. 


The Miſchiefs intended to be regulated are Eſcapers Which ſeldom or ne- 
ver happen at the worſt to be any more then the Suſpenſion of the payment of 
the Debt, the Remedy being already ſufficient againſt the Marſhal ahd Warden 
and their Superiors : For 

If either Marſhal of Warden gives greater Liberty then the Law allows, or 
the Priſoners abuſe that Liberty, they and their Superiors are liable, as the 
Law now ſtands; And Debts have been often paid by theſe means, and by 
the betiefit of Securities they have taken, when the Priſoners were wholly In- 
ſolvent : of which many and frequent Inſtances might be given. Burt *tis highly 
probable, if this Bill paſs ; thoſe Priſoners that are truſted no farther then by 
Law they might, will take advantage, and perhaps their Securities too, to with- 
draw for ever out of the reach of the Law ; which, by the way, may be of very ul 
Conſequence tothe Creditors, as well as to the Marſhal and Warden. 


If all Security-Bonds are taken away, the Marſhal and Warden will be oblig'd to 
Confine all their Priſoners within the Walls: And thete being ſo maty Thouſand 
Priſoners already belonging to both Priſons; and in the adjacent Streets, as yer 
part of + the Priſons by Rules of Court, for the more wholſom keeping of Pri- 
ſoners; and not above 160 Chambers in both Priſons to receive them, it will 
be impoſſible todiſpoſe of them in ſo ſmall a compaſs; 

The Priſons being now too Narrow to contain the Priſoners already Commit- 
ted, what large Buildings, and vaſt Guards muſt be requiſite ro keep thoſe nume- 
rous Shoals oft Men, who in all likelyhood will become Priſoners, when the int, 
Savoy, and Friars are diveſted of their pretended Priviledg ? 


Admitting ſuch a ColleQion, one need only hint the Noiſomneſs, the Diſeaſes, 
the Miſery of ſo many unfortunate People, foclofely huddled together, wanting 
the conveniences perhaps even the Neceſſaries of Life : And what attempts againtt 
any Government they wou'd ſtick at, rather thet endure their perpetual Doom 
to Poverty,Confinement, Stench and Yermin. 


